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In compliance with her last wishes, a large number 
of Mrs. Darrah’s oils and water-colors will be sold 
for the benefit of the Massachusetts Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to _ Animals at Messrs. Williams 
& Hvereti’s, on Heb. 28, March 1 to 4. The water- 


colors here catalogued will be included in the sale. 


MRS. SOPHIA TOWNE DARRAH. 


Diep Dec. 24, 1881. 


Tue late Mrs. Sophia Towne Darrah, a person of rare 
endowments of talents and character, was the daughter of 
the late John Towne, of Philadelphia, and sister of John 
Henry Towne, whose munificent bequest to the University 
of Pennsylvania some six years ago endowed the ** Towne 
Scientific School” of that institution. 

Her attention was early directed to art by the fine col- 
lection of paintings— mostly modern —owned by her 
father, and even as a school-girl she gave evidences in her 
early efforts of talent and promise. At first, however, 
devoting herself to the sister art of music, for which she 
had great gifts and was passionately fond, endowed with 
a sweet contralto voice, she became a proficient both on 
the piano and harp. 

Soon after her marriage with Mr. Robert K. Darrah, of 
this city, in 1845, she began to direct her attention more 
exclusively to painting, and in 1849 became a pupil of the 
artist Paul Weber. From this time she confined herself 
almost entirely to landscape and sea-view painting. Her 
style changed greatly as she advanced in art, especially 
after visiting Europe, and she grew bolder, broader, freer in 
her work. Ever disdaining mere prettiness, she struck to 
the heart of what she saw and wished to reproduce, laying 


4 Mrs. Sophia Towne Darrah. 


aside all that was trivial. She worked mostly in the open 
air, often not even retouching what had been done directly 
in the presence of nature, lest something should be lost ot 
the freshness and truth which she valued above all. 

This art-work became of ever-increasing interest to her, 
and her enthusiastic devotion to it constituted one of the 
greatest joys of her happy life. 

Though suffering much during her last illness, her busy 
hand did not quite lay aside the pencil till within a few 
weeks of the end. 

Of her lovely and attractive personal character, a 
friend says: ‘*She was one of those rare souls whose 
poise was so even, whose generosity so untinged with any 
thought of self, of such limpid sincerity and steadfast 
interest in the best things, that she brought gladness with 
her and left peace behind.” 


FEB. 22, 1882. 


Reprinted from ‘‘ Our Dumb Animals.” 


OIL PAINTINGS. 


The Oil Paintings shown in the Picture Gallery will remain 
on exhibition from Feb. 22 to March 8. With the exception 0 


a few, as noted, they are lent by Mr. Darrah. 


501. In Essex, Mass. 

502. Birches. 

503. Rock and Sea. 

504. Near Magnolia, 

505. Blight Forest near Philadelphia, 1853. 
506. Connecticut River in Vermont, 1862 or 1863. 
507. In Charlestown, New Hampshire. 
508. Scene in Gloucester. 

609. Villardt, Switzerland, 1868. 

510. In Essex, Mass. 

511. Goat and Chalet, Switzerland, 1868. 


512. Inthe Woods at Manchester. 


517. 


518. 


519. 


520. 


521. 


523. 


524. 


525. 


526. 


527. 


528. 


529. 


Oil Paintings. 

Manchester Woods. 
Apple-Trees, Magnolia. 
Gathering Seaweed, Magnolia. 
A. Breezy Day on the Coast. 
Ingersoll Mountain, Charlestown, N. H., about 1856. 
In Essex. 
In Manchester. 
Road in Magnolia. 
Goat and Kid at Villardt, 1868. 
Trees near New Bedford. 

Lent by Mrs. R. C. Lincoln. 
Autumn, Sun setting in Cloud. 
Ascutney Mountain from Sturbridge Hills, Charlestown 

N. H., 1855 or 1856. 
Sunset. 
Coast from Eagle Head. 
Lent by Charles P. Curtis. 

Apple-Trees near Manchester Beach. 
Naushon. 


Wood Interior, Magnolia. 


530. 
deal. 
532. 
533. 
534. 


535. 


536. 


537. 
538. 
539. 
540. 
BAL. 


542. 


543. 
544. 


545. 


Oil Paintings. 7 
On the Essex Road. 
Naushon. 
Hay Cocks, West Gloucester. 
Woods, Beverly. 
Daisies. 
Brittany Peasant Girl. 

Lent by Mrs. Henry Lee. 

Beach on West Side of Smith’s Point, Manchester. 

, Lent by J. Eastman Chase. 


Glass Head. 





Dogs, after 
Wood with White Birch. 
In Gloucester Bay. 
After Sunset. 
Entrance to Essex Woods. 
Lent by Mrs. Roland OC. Lincoln. 
Manchester. 
Apple-Trees, saints Beach. 


Long Beach, Manchester. 


Lent by Thomas Inglis. 


546. 


547. 


548. 


551. 


552. 


503. 


Oil Paintings. 
Two Steers. 
The Sea, Fresh Breeze. 
Trees on Smith’s Point, Manchester. 
Lent by Mrs. Henry Lee. 
Birches on the Creek. 


Glowing Sunset. 


Lent by Thomas Inglis 
Wood. 
Kettle Cove. 
Gathering Seaweed, Dame’s Beach. 
Autuma, Cape Ann. 
Oaks by Beach, Smith’s Point. 
Fish Houses at Magnolia. 
Carts on the Beach. 
Ox Cart. 
On the River. 


Gathering Seaweed. 


WATER-COLORS. 


ARRANGED IN THE FIRST PRINT ROOM. 


The water-colors will be removed March 1 to the store of 
Messrs. Williams & Everett, where, by the bequest of Mrs. 
Darrah, they will be sold with many others for the jenefit of the 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animas. 

The numbers here given are the numbers of tle catalogue o7 
sale. 


2. Rock and Tree. 

4, Autumn Woods. 

5. Eagle Head. 

6. Coast near Manchester. 

7. Old Mast at Low Tide. 
10. Manchester Coast. 
12. Old Neck Beach, Manchester. 
13. Cape Ann Shore. 
14. Trees at Naushon. 


15. Pines. 
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16. 


17. 


18. 


19. 


20. 
21. 
23. 
24, 
27. 
31. 
32. 
34. 
30. 
37. 
38. 
40. 
44, 
47. 
48. 


50. 


Water-Colors. 


Old Tree by Shore. 
Autumn in the Woods. 
Summer Woods. 
Manchester Creek. 

Wreck near Magnolia. 
Triftwood. 

Fist Houses, Crow Island. 
Junipyr Bushes, House Island. 
Shore-Ruad. 

Beverly fhore. 

Dana FPouse, Manchester. 
A Breezy Day. 

Study of Rocks. 

Breaker off Manchester. 
Study. 

On the Jersey Shore. 
November Woods. 

Old Wreck, Coffin’s Beach. 
Road by the Marsh. 


Glass Head. 


51. 


58. 


59. 


60. 


62. 


63. 


64. 


65. 


66. 


68. 


cau 


75. 


76. 


78. 


79. 


80. 


81. 


83. 


87. 


88. 


Water-Colors. 11 
Off West Manchester Coast. 
A Windy Day. 
Manchester Beach. 
Study of Tree. 
From Eagle Head. 
A Glimpse of the Sea. 
Low Tide. 
Wreck off Shore. 
Beach and Rocks. 
A Country Ferry. 
Naushon. 
Wood Road. 
Fishermen. 
November Sketch. 
Old Apple-Tree. 
Cottages by the Shore. 
Old Mill. 
Dana’s Beach. 
Trees by the Shore. 


Gnarled Tree. 
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89. 
91: 
93. 
94. 


98. 


107. 
108. 
109. 
110. 
117. 
118. 
119. 
121. 
122, 
124, 


126. 


Water-Colors. 
King’s Beach, Beverly Shore. 
Rocks near Magnolia. 
Orchard near Shore. 
Old Shed. 
Rock and Sea. 
Willows at Magnolia. 
The Ruined Dam. 
In the Woods. 
Wharf Ruins, Manchester. 
Wood Path. 
Off the Jersey Shore. 
Pines. 
Study. 
Shelter for Boats. 
Study on Shore. 
Wharf on Delaware River. 
Dana’s Headland. 
A Calm Day. 
Near Charlestown, N. H. 


Study of Old Trees. 


127. 


133. 


134. 


136. 


137. 


138. 


139. 


140. 


141. 


144. 


145. 


146. 


150. 


152. 


156. 


159. 


160. 


161. 


165. 


170. 


Water- Colors. 


Shrubbery along Shore. 

Trees at Magnolia. 
Fisherman’s Hut, Kettle Cove. 
A White Birch. 

Trees and Sand. 

Dana Mansion, Manchester. 
Fresh-Water Pond near Shore. 
Fisherman’s Shelter Hut. 

On the Delaware. 

Pine Woods. 

Old Junipers, House Island. 
Group of Trees. 

Fisherman’s House. 

Off Dana Beach. 

Dana’s Beach, looking West. 
Fish House. 

Old Wreck. 

Reef off Shore. 

A Shady Road. 


Twilight Effect. 
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14 Water- Colors. 
172. Point of Rocks. 

173. Boat at Anchor. 

175. Study. 

177. A Sandy Point. 

178. Cloudy Day. 

180. A Stormy Sky. 

181. Group of Trees. 


182. Fishing Smacks. 


183. Study. 

185. A Sandy Gully. 

187. A Manchester Study. 
197. Boat Shelter House. 
198. Magnolia Study. 

201. Manchester. 


202. Under the Trees. 


203. 
204. 


205. 


207. 


208. 


209. 


210. 


CHARCOALS. 


Road through the Wood. 
Houses, Magnolia. 

Pines, Manchester. 

Old Tree. 

Willow. 

Sketch. 

Near the Shore, Magnolia. 


White Birch. 
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